Torres Strait Islands
Regional Child and Family Committee
February Communique

The Torres Strait Islands Regional Child and Family Committee (RCFC) met on Thursday, 8 February and welcomed new members Patricia Waters from Queensland Health as proxy for Kim Veiwasenavanua, and Brian Barker from the Department of Housing and Public Works (proxy for Bernie Keenan) to the committee.
At the meeting, the RCFC fine-tuned their action plan, carrying over several initiatives from the 2016/17 year, and simplifying actions areas which are:
	Relationships and expectations of LLA & RCFC
	Membership
	Support the LLA to level of effectiveness required
	Barriers and blockages
	Planned and shared investment
	Service integration
	Sharing of data
	Service system performance
	Needs and gaps analysis
	Workforce strategy
	Domestic and family violence strategy
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Family Wellbeing Services


Speak up. Be Strong. Be Heard.

Good News! 

Funding has been secured to provide further Speak Up. Be Strong. Be Heard. sessions in the Torres Strait. Sessions have already been delivered to children and families on Horn Island and Thursday Island and plans are underway to travel to the outer islands to deliver the program there. 

Queensland Police Services (QPS) will partner with Child Safety and the Domestic and Family Violence Champions to deliver these over 2018. 

Date Claimers 

Proposed dates for 2018 RCFC Meetings: 
Quarter 1: 08 February 2018
Quarter 2: 10 May 2018
Quarter 3: 09 August 2018
Quarter 4: 09 November 2018

Social Justice Interagency Group

SJIG are working hard to progress the Torres Strait Domestic and Family Violence (DFV) Strategy and will be launching the DFV Champion Program in March, as well as developing and implementing safety Plans for each island. 

SJIG will present their final report for the Torres Strait Islands Domestic and Family Violence Forum, UMI One, Mepla Way against Domestic and Family Violence to the Office for Women and Violence Prevention. 

SJIG are preparing for May's DFV Prevention Month. 

Local Level Alliance
The Local Level Alliance (LLA) shared several good news stories this quarter including:
·	Housing and Public Works reported playground upgrades at Quarantine, Pearl Street and Vacation Care on Thursday Island
·	Child Safety Services have closed cases recently with children safely returning home
·	Safe Pathways reported a reduction in children and young people needing to access the Safe House
·	Tagai State College are rolling out a resilience program to students at every campus (with a focus on bullying and teasing)
·	Mura Kosker are partnering with the Healing Foundation to deliver Healing Forums
·	QPS are heavily promoting the Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) Cadet Program for young people aged 12 to 17 years which is supported by the Torres Shire Council. Currently 14 young people are in the program and have gained life skills, rural fires skills and marine safety qualifications
A small working group of LLA members were formed in 2017 to develop a resource for services in relation to overcrowding and undeclared household members. The resource is progressing well and will be presented to the RCFC at the May meeting.
Housing and emergent accommodation was raised as an ongoing issue to the RCFC, several strategies will be implemented over the next quarter including data analysis so that true need can be determined.
The LLA reported that there’s been a spike in youth crime, with 80% alcohol related. Several initiatives will be implemented over the next quarter including:
·	CCTV installed in hot spots
·	Promoting 24 hr Police presence
·	Re-establishing the Cookie Patrol

NDIS Transition Update
Tracey Harding provided an overview of recent National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) transition activities:
·	NDIS pre-transition – NDIS National Access Team (NAT) opened for FNQ registrations on 1 January 2018
·	Clients have started to receive letters and phone calls from the NDIA. Contact has been reported as positive and efficient and will assist clients along their NDIA journey
·	Commencement of funded supports is still scheduled for 1 July 2018
·	NDIA has advised that planning meetings will commence around March/April 2018
·	NDIA NGO Partners for Early Childhood Early Intervention (ECEI) and Local Area Coordination (LAC) expected to be announced in late February 2018
Local Area Coordinators have three key roles, they will link people to the NDIS; link people to information and support in the community; and work with their local community to make sure it is more welcoming and inclusive for people with disability. There will be two LACs in the Torres Strait and one for the NPA.
Further workshops for Mayors and key stakeholders will occur regarding service requirements in remote areas in FNQ.
Investment
Tracey Harding, Regional Director, Disability Community Services reported that that department have finalised the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Family Wellbeing Services procurement processes for the Torres Strait and Cape York.
Next steps are going to market to co-design the capability and capacity building components of the service model. Stay tuned for further information.
For further information about the committee please contact Committee Secretariat Rebecca Giacomi on (07) 4036 5362.

