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Highlights 
On Wednesday 22nd February 2017 the Torres 
Strait Child and Family Committee held their 
first meeting for 2017 on Thursday Island. 

Following on from the inaugural meeting, the 
draft Terms of Reference was tabled for the 
committee to consider, which includes 
Georgina BinJuda, Manager of the Lena Passi 
Women’s Shelter as the local co-chair. 
Georgina, as a local leader is able to support 
the chair and secretariat to drive and support 
the Torres Strait Child and Family Committee 
at a local level. The committee agreed to 
endorse the Terms of Reference.  

An overview of the Child and Family 
Committee governance structure was provided 
by the chair (Joan McNally) for new members, 
including the linkages with the Reform Leaders 
Group (RLG) and Local Level Alliance (LLA).  

Tracey Harding, Acting Regional Director for 
Communities and Disability Services provided 
an overview of the future investment from the 
Department of Communities, Child Safety and 
Disability Services. Key areas of future 
investment discussed included the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Family Wellbeing 
investment, Family and Domestic Violence 
investment, and the Assessment and Service 
Connect program.  

Julia Yorkston’s twelve month role as Principal 
Project Officer with the Department of 
Communities, Child Safety and Disability 
Services was introduced. Julia will play a key 
role in mapping service delivery and consulting 
with key stakeholders in order to develop a 
comprehensive Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Family Wellbeing service model for 
the Torres Strait. Julia will also participate in a 
number of other activities in the Torres Strait, 
including Family and Domestic Violence 
initiatives and the Local Level Alliance.  

Local Level Alliance 
Julia Yorkston (Principal Project Officer – 
Torres Strait) attended the committee meeting 
to provide an update in relation to the Torres 
Strait Local Level Alliance (LLA).  

The Torres Strait Local Level Alliance 
comprises child and family sector 
representatives from government and non-
government organisations, who work with 
vulnerable families and family members, 
including parents. 

The Torres Strait LLA has an operational focus 
to achieve the following outcomes via practical 
strategies and actions: 

 Improved and more direct referral 
pathways for families to access appropriate 
services, 

 Embedding an alternate pathway for 
families to be connected to the right 
support at the right time, 

 Improved information sharing between 
providers to enable more coordinated and 
effective responses to families,      

 Aligned responses that better support 
vulnerable families and strengthen service 
integration, such as a shared practice 
framework and resources,  

 Identification of available services and 
gaps, improvement in the alignment 
between the configuration of the service 
system and the needs of local families.  

It was agreed that Julia would continue to 
provide regular updates to the Torres Strait 
Child and Family Committee on behalf of the 
Local Level Alliance. For further information, 
please contact Julia via email at 
Julia.Yorkston@communities.qld.gov.au. 
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Torres Strait Child and 
Family Committee 2017 
Action Plan 
The committee spent time considering and 
discussing a draft action plan. The action plan 
is intended to formalise the key Child and 
Family reform and Domestic and Family 
Violence reform priority and action areas for 
the Torres Strait Child and Family Committee. 

The committee has identified a number of high 
level priority areas as the foundations for the 
2017 action plan, including: 

 Place based service system planning and 
investment,  

 Support new services, investment and 
systems in the region,  

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children and families,  

 Support change in attitudes and behaviours 
(towards family and domestic violence) 
within the region,  

 Support place based responses to children 
and families,  

 Embed domestic and family violence 
reform in the region.  

The committee endorsed the draft action plan 
in principle, and agreed that the action plan 
was a high level strategic document to guide 
the committee and may be modified as 
required.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming meetings 
The Torres Strait Child and Family Committee 
meets quarterly on Thursday Island. 2017 
meeting dates are scheduled for: 

 May 11 
 August 10 
 November 9 

For further information about the committee, 
please contact Committee Secretariat Mr 
Joseph Madden on (07) 4036 5362, or email 
(Joseph.Madden@communities.qld.gov.au). 
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