Highlights
On Thursday 10th November 2016 the Cairns, Tablelands and Cassowary Coast Child and Family Committee held their regular meeting. Arna Brosnan, A/Regional Executive Director for the Far North Queensland Region, Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services (DCCSDS) chaired the meeting, and provided an overview in relation to new investment, including the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Family Wellbeing initiative and future family support service investment for the Cairns and surrounding areas. 
A key point of discussion at the meeting was the recent success of the domestic and family violence awareness training to 223 staff across government in the Cairns and surrounding areas. The awareness training was a key initiative of the Child and Family Committee, and was delivered in partnership with the Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service (CRDVS). Discussion was held in relation to building on the success of the recent training through further training sessions across the region, including in areas such as Innisfail, Atherton Tablelands, Weipa, and Cooktown. 
Act for Kids as the Family and Child Connect (FaCC) provider for the Cairns, Tablelands and Cassowary Coast areas provided an update in relation to the implementation of Local Level Alliances across the catchment. Within the Cassowary Coast area, Innisfail’s C6 Community Sector Network has been consulted by Act for Kids and agreed to merge the existing network, representing a strong cross-sector of local services to unite as the Local Level Alliance for the Cassowary Coast region. The next Cairns Local Level Alliance 

meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 29th November 2016, and Act for Kids is partnering with existing interagency and community alliances to ensure there is a network of alliances across the whole FaCC catchment, including the Tablelands and Douglas regions.  
Other meeting highlights included an overview of an innovative project aimed at responding to the unique needs of students who are in Out of Home Care, and a presentation from the Northern Queensland Primary Health Network. Further details are noted below. 
Responding to the needs of students in Out of Home Care
Damien Knight, Principal Advisor for Student Protection at the Department of Education and Training (DET) attended the committee meeting to provide an overview of the joint DET and DCCSDS project aimed at responding to the unique needs of students who are in Out of Home Care. 
The project which commenced in July 2016 to examine critical data, considers the often poor academic experiences and outcomes achieved by children in Out of Home Care, in comparison to other children. Key points of comparison include attendance rates, academic achievement, secondary schooling completion rates, and suspension/exclusion rates. 
Through six priority focus areas, the project not only aims to boost educational outcomes for students in Out of Home Care in FNQ, but will also consider any systemic and practice issues in 2017.
For further information, please contact Damien.Knight@det.qld.gov.au.  

Northern Queensland Primary Health Network
Robin Moore, Chief Executive Officer of the Northern Queensland Primary Health Network (PHN) attended the committee meeting to provide an overview of the NQPHN, including the vision, purpose and organisational profile. 
Key areas of discussion during the presentation included NQPHN priorities and initiatives, key achievements of the NQPHN, the My Health Record program, in addition to the review of some of the social determinants and challenges shared by the NQPHN, DCCSDS, and other agencies represented on the committee.  
Additionally, Mr Moore referenced the Health Needs Assessments completed for all communities across the FNQ region by the NQPHN in June 2016. For further information, please see the Northern Queensland Primary Health Network website: http://www.primary health.com.au/local-health-data/
The committee and Mr Moore were interested in the synergies between the priorities and initiatives of the NQPHN and those of the Child and Family Committee, which will be particularly relevant as the committee moves towards identifying actions and priority focus areas for 2017 and beyond.
Upcoming meetings
The final Cairns, Tablelands and Cassowary Coast Child and Family Committee meeting for 2016 will be held on December 15. The final meeting for the year will focus on identifying the local priorities for 2017 and the development of a committee action plan that aligns with the Reform Leaders Group priorities, and the Supporting Families Changing Futures and Domestic and Family Violence reform programs.
In 2017, the Cairns, Tablelands and Cassowary Coast Child and Family Committee will meet quarterly in Cairns. 2017 meeting dates are scheduled for:
·	February 23
·	May 25
·	August 24
·	November 23
For further information about the committee, please contact Committee Secretariat Mr Joseph Madden on (07) 4036 5362, or email (Joseph.Madden@communities.qld.gov.au).

