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Cairns, Cassowary Coast, Douglas and Tablelands Regional Child and Family Committee (RCFC) met for the second time in 

2018 on Friday, 25 May in Cairns and welcomed a new member, Rob Campbell, who will represent the Queensland Police 

Service (QPS).  

A huge thank you to Geoff Marsh from QPS who has made a great contribution to the RCFC since 2016.  At the meeting, Chair 

Arna Brosnan, took the opportunity to provide an overview of the new Department and Child Safety, Youth and Women and the 

structure of the Northern Queensland Region.  Arna mentioned that she hopes that the RCFC broadens to have more of a 

focus on youth justice which she’d like to incorporate into the 2018/19 action planning and initiative mapping process.

Bystander Campaigns encourages Queenslanders to make a difference and help 

end domestic and family violence The Minister launched the Bystander Campaign 

during Domestic and Family Violence (DFV) Prevention Month to encourage 

Queenslanders as bystanders to help victims of domestic and family violence. 

The campaign helps people build the knowledge to be ‘active’ bystanders by 

providing Queenslanders with information on recognising the signs of domestic 

and family violence and how to safely intervene. This is our opportunity as a state 

to come together and take action to break the cycle of domestic and family 

violence, and send a clear message that violence of this sort will not be tolerated. 

Visit the website at qld.gov.au/dosomething to learn the signs and how to ‘do 

something’. Follow the Queensland Government on Facebook and Instagram to 

stay up to date with this and other government campaigns. 

Cairns Collective Impact on DFV

Many successful DFV Prevention Month activities were held 

across the region during the month of May.  One such activity 

was the Corporate Breakfast hosted by Cairns Regional DV 

Service at the Hilton Cairns, where Dr Rachel Carson of the 

Australian Institute of Family Studies talked to ‘Domestic and 

Family Violence: Insights from Australian research’.  Other 

great campaigns were held across the region including in the 

Northern Peninsula Area, in Pormpuraaw and on the 

Tablelands.

Since the establishment of the Cairns High Risk Team, the 

CCIDFV made the decision to disband the Cairns                         

Serious and Imminent Threat                                                            

(CSIT) acknowledging the                                                                   

great work that had been                                                         

accomplished by the group.                                                                  

Members of the group felt                                                                          

valued for the work that                                                                                

they had undertaken which                                                                              

made the transition to the                                                                         

HRT smooth.

Cairns High Risk Team

The Cairns High Risk Team (HRT) have accepted 22 

referrals since ‘going live’ in early March.  Nine of those cases 

continue to be overseen by the team.  

It’s been noted by the HRT members that the DFV sector 

works collaboratively and is a well-connected, integrated 

sector. 

The team has reported that positive outcomes can be 

achieved when agencies are working together as a collective 

and information is shared when appropriate. 

The HRT is continuing to see a strong trend in relation to 

the escalation in violence, with the two 

highest identified risk factors being 

escalation in violence and threats to kill. 

Severity also continues to be a reoccurring 

theme with suicidal ideation and access to 

weapons. The RCFC will monitor these 

trends over the next quarter.

https://campaigns.premiers.qld.gov.au/dosomething/index.aspx
https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/23626/2dw1v1b/2360349/45c53rxv1.html
https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/23626/2dw1v1b/2360350/45c53zp3k.html
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There has been some confusion regarding the difference between Suspected Child Abuse and Neglect (SCAN) and the 

HRT. The purpose of SCAN is to provide a coordinated, multi-agency response to children where statutory intervention is 

required to assess and meet their care and protection needs. SCAN has a clear focus on children. SCAN members are 

able to share information under the authority of the Child Protection Act 1999 (Part 3 – The SCAN System). 

Whereas, HRT are a component of the Integrated Service Response where domestic and family violence has been 

identified. Where a Level 2 Risk Assessment has been completed and high risk factors have been identified, a referral 

may be made to the HRT. The HRT are then able to provide a multi-agency response to meet the safety needs of the 

victim and children. The Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 enables core members of the HRT to share 

relevant information to ensure a streamlined, collaborative and coordinated response to the victim and their children.

SCAN vs High Risk Team

A preliminary review was implemented to increase the effectiveness of the Local Level Alliance (LLA) model – including how to 

increase outcomes, advocacy efficacy and strategic focus. One area of potential opportunity included establishing a mechanism 

to progress issues affecting the broader region through increased integration. This approach recognizes that there are currently 

six catchment-based networks feeding into the regional LLA model. To that end, a Chairs’ Collective was established to share 

information on key priorities and discuss forming a collective position and action plans on cross-cutting themes or issues where

there is a shared interest.

The first meeting was held on April 30, 2018 where the collective agreed to shared quarterly reporting that represents the 

perspectives across the six catchments.  The group also agreed to commence this approach in relation to establishing a situation 

analysis and position paper (with action plan) focused on regional responses to sexualised behaviours - refer below; as well as 

continued engagement with Queensland Education.

There is a current focus and opportunity to support the LLA to progress key projects, through focusing the capacity of the 

Coordinator role as well as including thematic planning within meetings.  The product from these sessions, including 

recommendations, would be provided to the RCFC for consideration. 

NEWS from the Local Level Alliance Network

Quick Statistics for January to March 2018

• 376 referrals received over the quarter

• Overall increase in referrals from Education Queensland

• Top three referrers were Police, Regional Intake Service and self-referrals

• 41% of families identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander

• 246 required active engagement 

• 150 of those families agreed to work with a support service

• 25% of Child Concern Reports received by the Regional Intake Service were                   

more appropriate for Family and Child Connect and work is underway with     

particular agencies to reduce this number

Top three issues for families?

Child Wellbeing

Parenting concerns

Domestic + Family Violence

mailto:Rebecca.Giacomi@csyw.qld.gov.au
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Investment + Co-commissioning
Congratulations to CRDVS who were successful in securing 

funding for the following:

• Adult and child counselling in Cairns

• Adult and child counselling and court support in Mareeba

• Adult and child counselling and court support in Port 

Douglas and Mossman

The following procurement activities have closed on Qtenders

and evaluations are underway:

• Youth Support Program (Southern Tablelands)

• Foster and Kinship Care (Cape York North)

• Foster and Kinship Care (Cape York South)

• Breakthrough for Families Ice and Other Drug Education 

and Support (Cairns and Surrounds)

• Breakthrough for Families Ice and Other Drug Education 

and Support (Cape York)

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Family Wellbeing 

Capability and Support Service (Cape York and Torres 

Strait)

Don’t forget about the Try, Test and Learn Fund which closes 

on 28 September 2018.  More information can be found here.

News from the Youth Sector
Coordinated Care for Vulnerable Young People (CCYP) 

Reference Group have secured funding through the Primary 

Health Network (PHN) for a Senior Practitioner which has 

recently been advertised and will be responsible for supporting 

CCYP care teams, building capacity across the sector and 

improving data collection for this cohort.

The Youth Service Managers Network (YSMN) continues to 

meet monthly to connect managers and coordinators in the 

youth sector.  YSMN welcomes a new co-facilitator, Kylie Young 

of Cairns Safer Streets (Department of Child Safety, Youth and 

Women representative on the team).  YSMN are working 

towards implementing an early intervention initiative to address 

the service and support gap for children aged 8 – 12 years in the 

Cairns area, with support from the RCFC.

The Transition to Independence (T2I) Working Group have 

reconvened as an action from the last RCFC meeting.  The group 

have subsequently met three times over the quarter and now 

incorporates as case coordination component.  The group are 

working hard to raise the profile of T2I in the region, with Cairns 

recently chosen as the location to launch T21 Month in November.  

13 Jun     National Indigenous Women's Wellbeing Conference in Cairns (to 15 June)

08 July    NAIDOC Week (to 15 July)

09 July    Indigenous Stop Domestic & Family Violence National Conference in Brisbane (to 11 July)

25 July    Australian Institute of Family Studies Conference in Melbourne (to 27 July)

30 July    Leadership Masterclass with Dr Neil Carrington of Act for Kids in Cairns

31 Aug    Regional Child and Family Committee Meeting

02 Sep    Queensland Child Protection Week (to 9 September)

01 Nov    Transition to Independence Month (to 30 November)

30 Nov    Regional Child and Family Committee Meeting

Don’t forget to promote oneplace which is the Queensland Government’s online community 

service directory for Queensland parents, families and professionals looking to find support.  

oneplace lists everything a family might need, from parenting groups to domestic and family 

violence support services.

If you provide a community support service, you can list your service in oneplace by going here.

mailto:Rebecca.Giacomi@csyw.qld.gov.au
https://www.hpw.qld.gov.au/qtenders/
https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/try-test-and-learn-fund-tranche-2
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDzL7g4LfWAhXMXLwKHRjaCtEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.oogazone.com/2017/top-calendar-icon-png-blue-vector-file-free/&psig=AFQjCNGm6J__MQau3KYrUaV5Jaxt897dcQ&ust=1506132142323046
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDzL7g4LfWAhXMXLwKHRjaCtEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.oogazone.com/2017/top-calendar-icon-png-blue-vector-file-free/&psig=AFQjCNGm6J__MQau3KYrUaV5Jaxt897dcQ&ust=1506132142323046
https://www.oneplace.org.au/

