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February 2017 

Highlights 
On Thursday 23rd February 2017 the Cairns, 
Tablelands and Cassowary Coast Child and 
Family Committee held their first meeting for 
the year. 

Stacy Field from the Queensland Family and 
Child Commission provided an update in 
relation to the Strengthening Our Sector Action 
Plan, item 1.1. This action item focusses on 
employment entry pathway programs for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people into 
our sector. A great deal of work has been 
commenced to progress this action item in 
FNQ, and the next steps are for a number of 
working groups to map out the existing 
initiatives and to develop an attraction and 
marketing strategy to promote employment 
and the variety of roles in the sector. Further 
information can be obtained by contacting 
Stacy Field at Stacy.Field@qfcc.qld.gov.au.  

Kieran Smith, Regional Director of Act for Kids 
tabled a paper on the Cairns, Tablelands and 
Cassowary Coast Local Level Alliances. Based 
on feedback from the Douglas LLA, a 
recommendation was made to the committee 
to expand the committee membership to 
include a representative from the Douglas LLA. 
It was agreed that this would be an appropriate 
step to ensure the voice of the Douglas 
community and service providers is present at 
the committee. Act for Kids will work with the 
Douglas LLA to identify a suitable 
representative. In addition, it was agreed that 
moving forward the Local Level Alliances 
would report to the committee on service gaps 
and vulnerabilities, in addition to information on 
service capacity.  

Other key agenda items included an update on 
the Cairns Collective Impact for Family and 
Domestic Violence, a briefing on the soon to 
be commissioned Assessment and Service 

Connect program, and promotion of the Foster 
Care Queensland State Conference.  

Cairns Collective Impact 
for Domestic and Family 
Violence 
Amanda Lee-Ross tabled a paper on behalf of 
the Cairns Collective Impact for Domestic and 
Family Violence (CCIDFV). Some key 
achievements of the collective so far in 2017 
include preparing a comprehensive submission 
in response to the Queensland Law Reform 
Commissions Consultation Paper: Review 
about whether a domestic violence disclosure 
scheme should be introduced in Queensland, 
in addition to holding the Red Rose Rally on 
Friday 3rd February 2017 at the Cairns 
Esplanade. In addition, the CCIDFV is holding 
a comedy night on Saturday the 29th April 2017 
at Brothers Leagues Club in Cairns. This event 
has been organised to raise funds for further 
Family and Domestic Violence initiatives in the 
region. Tickets are available by visiting the 
website: http://www.brotherscairns. 
com.au/eventcalendar/215  

The paper also generated discussion amongst 
the committee in relation to opportunities and 
issues within the region as they relate to 
Domestic and Family Violence. As a result it 
was agreed that a committee working group 
would be established to focus on a number of 
issues relating to the local court system.  

Assessment and Service 
Connect 
Corie Porta, Acting Regional Director for Child 
Safety Services provided an overview of the 
soon to be commissioned Assessment and 
Service Connect program.  
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The fundamental intent of Assessment and 
Service Connect services is to partner with 
Child Safety on the ground to: 

 Assess and plan for a child’s immediate 
safety,  

 Assess the likelihood of future harm,  
 Assess a child and family’s wellbeing 

needs,  
 Connect children and families to services 

and supports to decrease the likelihood of 
the child becoming in need of protection.  

Further information on the Assessment and 
Service Connect Investment Specifications is 
available at: http://www.communities.qld.gov. 
au/gateway/funding-and-grants/investment -
domains-guideline-and-investment-
specifications.  

Queensland Foster & 
Kinship Care Conference 
Carissa Inglis, Senior Team Leader at Foster 
Care Queensland encouraged the committee 
to promote the Queensland Foster and Kinship 
Care Conference 2017.  

This year’s conference will be held from the 
28th to 30th April at the Pullman International 
Hotel Cairns. There will be a wide range of 
presentations and workshops over the two 
days, including keynote speakers Dr Michael 
Carr-Gregg and Mr Timothy McCallum.  

Further information can be found under the 
events tab on the FCQ website: 
http://www.fcq.com.au/index.php  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming meetings 
In 2017, the Cairns, Tablelands and 
Cassowary Coast Child and Family Committee 
will meet quarterly in Cairns. 2017 meeting 
dates are scheduled for: 

 May 25 
 August 24 
 November 23 

For further information about the committee, 
please contact Committee Secretariat Mr 
Joseph Madden on (07) 4036 5362, or email 
(Joseph.Madden@communities.qld.gov.au). 
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