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Highlights 
On Thursday 15th December 2016 the Cairns, 
Tablelands and Cassowary Coast Child and 
Family Committee held their final meeting for 
the year. 

The DCCSDS Legal Policy & Legislation 
workgroup provided an overview of the Child 
Protection Act 1999 review process. The 
options paper was discussed, and the 
presentation included a summary of the key 
themes contained within the thirteen options. 
Committee members were asked to consider 
the implications of the options for their clients, 
including if there are foreseeable gaps or 
unintended consequences.  

Kieran Smith, Regional Director of Act for Kids 
provided an overview of key achievements for 
Local Level Alliances in the Cairns, Tablelands 
and Cassowary Coast catchment in 2016. Mr 
Smith explained that moving forward in 2017 a 
program logic approach will be applied to the 
Local Level Alliances to develop actions and 
outcomes. It is envisaged that the Program 
Logic approach will support the alliances to 
achieve meaningful outcomes within the child 
and family sector, and for more children and 
families to receive the right services at the right 
time.  

Other key agenda items for the final meeting of 
2016 included the proposed FNQ High Risk 
Adolescent Initiative, the Cairns Collective 
Impact on Family and Domestic Violence, and 
the 2017 committee action plan.  

FNQ High Risk Adolescent 
Initiative - proposed model 
Deborah Hall, Regional Practice Leader 
(DCCSDS) and Genevieve Sinclair, Manager 
of Youth Empowered Towards Independence 
provided an overview of the proposed High 

Risk Adolescent Initiative. The initiative 
promotes a coordinated multi agency response 
to a number of adolescents in out of home care 
within the Far North Queensland Region. 

A reference group comprised of government 
and non-government representatives working 
with vulnerable adolescents in care has been 
established to drive the proposed initiative, 
provide clinical support, and consider barriers 
and outcomes. Ms Hall and Ms Sinclair 
advised that they will provide a summary of 
barriers and needs pertaining to the initiative 
back to the Child and Family Committee for 
consideration in early 2017. 

The committee indicted in principle support 
and was encouraged to support and promote 
the initiative.  

Cairns Collective Impact 
on Family and Domestic 
Violence 
A summary of the key priorities of the Cairns 
Collective Impact on Family and Domestic 
Violence was provided to the committee by the 
Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service 
(as the lead agency for the collective impact). 
In 2017, the collective impact have identified 
that service collaboration, high risk 
coordination panels, collaborative prevention 
projects and the influencing of community 
attitudes and beliefs in relation to domestic 
violence as their key priorities.  

The Cairns Collective Impact on Family and 
Domestic Violence has been built into the 2017 
committee action plan as a key initiative to 
support within the Far North Queensland 
Region. The collective impact through the 
Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service 
will report back to the Child and Family 
Committee on a quarterly basis to ensure the 



 

committee is able to actively support and 
respond to issues and opportunities.  

Child and Family 
Committee 2017 Action 
Plan 
The committee spent time discussing the 2016 
priority action areas and key achievements of 
the past year. The committee reflected on 
these achievements, including supporting the 
establishment of Family and Child Connect 
and Local Level Alliances within the Cairns, 
Tablelands and Cassowary Coast catchment. 
Other key successes included contributing to 
place based service system planning and 
investment, and supporting the Cairns 
Regional Domestic Violence Services to 
deliver cross government training to over 223 
managers, team leaders and other staff within 
the region.  

The committee has identified a number of high 
level priority areas as the foundations for the 
2017 action plan, including: 

 Place based service system planning and 
investment,  

 Support new services, investment and 
systems in the region,  

 Youth initiatives across the secondary and 
tertiary service systems,  

 Support change in attitudes and behaviours 
(towards family and domestic violence) 
within the region,  

 Support place based responses to children 
and families,  

 Embed domestic and family violence 
reform in the region.  

In early 2017, the Cairns, Tablelands and 
Cassowary Coast Child and Family Committee 
will finalise their 2017 action plan and submit 
this to the reform Leaders group for 
consideration.  

 

 

 

Upcoming meetings 
In 2017, the Cairns, Tablelands and 
Cassowary Coast Child and Family Committee 
will meet quarterly in Cairns. 2017 meeting 
dates are scheduled for: 

 February 23 
 May 25 
 August 24 
 November 23 

For further information about the committee, 
please contact Committee Secretariat Mr 
Joseph Madden on (07) 4036 5362, or email 
(Joseph.Madden@communities.qld.gov.au). 
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